Functional, chemical, and clinical aspects of proteolytic enzymes in the alimentary canal.
Knowledge of the structure and catalytic function of the pancreatic proteases has increased rapidly in recent years. These advances have been less spectacular in the case of pepsin, and information concerning mucosal enzymes of the small intestine and colon has not even reached the point where one can be certain of their number, far less their nature. The role of these enzymes in disease processes is probably not significant so far as the alimentary tract is concerned, and it is not even certain that the pancreatic proteases influence the course of acute pancreatitis -- they are of more interest to the clinician as diagnostic aids. Since undesirable consequences result from their deficient output, future research should be directed towards improving replacement therapy.